W42 Newsletter
Term 1 Week 2

Dear Families,
Welcome to our first W42 newsletter for 2019. It
has been great to see students refreshed after
their summer break and already so excited about
our learning for this year! Below is an outline of
the learning that we will be investigating during
Term 1.
Ma ths:
We have begun this term looking into the
Cartesian plane and plotting coordinates and
shapes, after students showed a great interest in
mapping from one of our getting to know you
tasks. We will have a focus on number during
the remainder of the term. Students will examine
and test out different strategies to solve problems
involving all four operations.
To boost multiplication recall and fluency, we
have started multiplication club, which the class
have been very enthusiastic about. Students work
through different grid challenges within a time
limit and can progress through to different levels.
Engli sh:
Students will explore and demonstrate their
understandings of English through the four
modes of reading, writing, speaking and
listening.
Each day we will begin by students working in
guided reading groups, where they will develop
their reading comprehension and fluency skills.
In writing, students will be examining and
producing various forms of descriptive and
narrative texts. We will do this by looking at the
features and structure of various genres and
students working towards publishing their own
examples. To expand on our writing talents, we
are learning how to use expanded noun phrases,
conjunctions and different forms of figurative
language.
All three year 6 classes this term are reading the
book ‘My Story – Plagues and Federation’. This is
a narrative based on a young girl’s experiences
during Australia’s federation years, which will
help students to add context to our learning in
History and Civics and Citizenship.

H ASS
Our overarching focus for Term 1 is the
Federation of Australia and how that has shaped
the country we live in today. We will be looking
into the important dates and events during this
period. This will help us move into famous
Australians and their impact. Moving towards
the end of the term we will be looking into
Australia’s political system and the meaning of
democracy.
Science
In science this term we will be learning about
the marvellous world of microorganisms. This
will involve learning to work in a methodical
manner in order to create a fair and equal test.
Students will be looking at the smaller
components of the everyday world around them.
STE M /D igita l T echnologies
This term we will be utilising our brilliant STEM
space on site west by solving a number of
different design challenges, such as a building
challenge linked to the pre-federation train
routes of Australia.
Students will demonstrate their digital abilities
by firstly examining the internal and external
components of digital technologies, before we
learn how computers store data and use this to
create images and code.
NI T:
Each week students have two lessons of PE with
Mr D, two lessons of Japanese with Lauren and
one Lesson of arts with Bridget, who has begun
creating drama plays with the class.
SeeSa w W ebsite
This year I will be using a website called SeeSaw
with W42 to publish and document some of their
learning. Their homework is also accessible on
this site if their books have been left at school.
I have been really impressed with the work I
have seen so far in W42 and look forward to
what we will achieve by the end of the term!
Kind regards,
Phoebe Robertson
Phoebe.robertson356@schools.sa.edu.au

