Dear Parents / Caregivers,
Welcome to The Arts at Mawson Lakes in 2019!

Tuesday 5th February 2019

Beliefs:
I believe in fostering a success-oriented classroom where:
 every child is valued regardless of gender, race, sexuality or disability
 creativity and risk-taking is celebrated and students are encouraged to step
outside their comfort zones
 all students are encouraged to be independent learners with agency and to
make choices that serve their own learning
 all children are encouraged to have a voice and to share their thoughts,
opinions and ideas in a respectful way
 students understand and respect the
need for physical and emotional safety and
well-being for themselves and others
 collaboration and teamwork are
emphasised, whilst recognising the need
for each individual to take responsibility for
achieving the goals and outcomes of the
group
 independent learning skills such as
planning, organisation, time management
and realistic goal setting are fostered
 a growth mindset is fostered. Through the
arts, students are encouraged to believe
that their abilities can be developed
through dedication and hard work. This
view creates a love of learning and a
resilience that is essential for great
accomplishment.

2019 Timetable:
This year Mawson Lakes School has 29 classes spanning from Reception through
to Year 7 and I have the privilege of teaching all classes. This year’s arts timetable
consists of 45 a minute lesson once a week.

Classroom:
The Arts room is located on the West side of the campus in TR10, which is adjacent
to OSHC.
Focus for 2019:
To comply with the Australian Curriculum our students will be learning 3 out of
will be taught in collaboration with the classroom teachers. Classroom teachers
will be taking the responsibility of teaching Visual Arts and will be reporting on
your child’s progress in the report.
Your child’s progress will be reported in
the end of year reports.
Focus for Term 1:
In Term 1 of 2019 The Arts will focus on
drama. Some examples of the Australian
curriculum that will be covered this term
are:
Reception – Year 2:
Explore role and dramatic action in dramatic play, improvisation and process
drama
 taking part in purposeful dramatic play focusing on experiencing the roles and
situations they create
 taking turns in offering and accepting ideas, and staying in role in short
improvisations
Present drama that communicates ideas, including stories from their
community, to an audience
 presenting scenes in which they apply story structures to set the scene, link
action and create an ending, such as a cultural or community story with the
assistance of representatives from the community
 rehearsing and performing sequences of ideas to communicate stories through
drama
Year 3 – Year 4
Explore ideas and narrative structures through roles and situations and use
empathy in their own improvisations and devised drama
 using elements of drama and the principles of stories to shape improvisations
to communicate their intentions as drama makers, for example, establishing
time and place and the roles and characters in the drama
 exploring and experiencing a range of roles and situations that they initiate and
develop

Use voice, body, movement and language to sustain role and relationships
and create dramatic action with a sense of time and place
 varying their facial expressions and movements to create roles and situations
 experimenting with body language and gesture from different cultures and
times
Year 5 – Year 6
Explore dramatic action, empathy and space in improvisations, play building
and scripted drama to develop characters and situations
 experimenting with empathy to develop characters and relationships in drama
and considering perspectives, exploring responses and challenging
stereotypes
 exploring physical, fictional and emotional space to create characters and
situations and imagined feelings
Develop skills and techniques of voice and movement to create character,
mood and atmosphere and focus dramatic action
 trialling different ways to move in character and situations
 rehearsing, interacting and negotiating with others in interpretation of scripts
to create characters and their relationships
Year 7
Combine the elements of drama in devised and scripted drama to explore and
develop issues, ideas and themes
 working with different combinations of the elements of drama to create and
sustain dramatic situations and show contrast
Perform devised and scripted drama maintaining commitment to role
 using audience feedback to enhance future performance, for example, adjusting
performance based on audience responses to characters’ portrayal of
emotions and empathy
 performing roles using conventions relevant to the performance style
Behaviour:
During the first lesson that I have with each class, I will be discussing the
behavioural and work expectations of the arts with your child. These
expectations will be what is reported on in the form of Achievement and Effort. If
your child does not reach these expectations, then a note will be sent home via
their diary/communication book or via email. Please discuss these issues with
your child. If you wish to discuss them further with me or you want to touch base
to discuss your child’s progress, please contact me so that we can make an
appointment either before or after school.

My email address is
Bridget.giannini786@schools.sa.edu.au
I am so excited to be working with you and your child in 2019 to explore The Arts
and develop a love and understanding of art within Mawson Lakes School.
Regards,

Bridget Giannini

Arts Specialist Teacher

